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Report Highlights: 
After many years of discussions and consultations, the Taiwan Construction and Planning 
Agency Ministry of Interior (CPAMI) finally announced a building code chapter containing Fire 
Codes for Wood Frame Construction on October 31, 2008.  These new codes should greatly 
increase opportunities for numerous new wood product applications in Taiwan.  The attached 
report includes the original version of the regulations in Chinese.  An English version will be 
sent in separately when it is available.  
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After many years of negotiations and consultations, the Taiwan Construction and 
Planning Agency of the Interior Ministry (CPAMI) announced on October 31, 2008 a 
working set of fire code regulations which should result in a great increase in the use of 
U.S. wood products in Taiwan construction/housing projects in the future. 
 
The  “Chapter 9: Fire Codes for Wood Frame Construction” includes the following 
sectors: 

9.1 General principles 
9.2 General principles of fireproof wood frame construction 
9.3 Fireproof design of wood frame construction 

9.3.1 Post and Beam Structural Systems 
9.3.2 2 x 4 Structural Systems 
9.3.3 Log House Systems 

Appendix 6: Fire Rating Systems for wall, floor and roof designs frequently 
used in other countries 

 
The fire rated systems in Appendix 6 are examples for reference only and not approved 
by local authorities. These systems must sti ll pass fire resistance tests before they are 
allowed to be used in designs.  
 
ATO staff recently found out from a meeting with local authorities that Underwriters 
Laboratories (UL) is a certified lab approved by CPAMI for fire-rating system 
accreditation. Many non-wood fire rating systems designed by UL and tested in the 
United States are commonly recognized and accepted by CPAMI, meaning the 
builders/designers can skip the local fire resistance test procedures and drastically 
lower time and costs related to local fire tests if they use UL designs. ATO staff met with 
the Director of Regulatory Services Department of UL Taiwan to discuss the procedures 
followed for CPAMI to approve and accept certified lab tests for fire-rating accreditation. 
UL Taiwan has agreed to consider applying for accreditation of their fire-rating systems 
for wood materials with CPAMI.  
 
A few sectors that might be beneficial to the US wood industry, such as fireproof design 
of heavy timber construction, are still missing from the newly passed fire codes. ATO 
staff will keep working with the local industry and Taiwan authorities to push the 
additional regulations toward completion. 
 
The original text of the new Fire Code is attached.  An English translation is underway 
and will be submitted once it is finished.  
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